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What are Common Exception words?

Common Exception words are words in which the English spelling code works in an unusual or
uncommon way. Children need to be able to read and spell the Common Exception words for their
year group.

Years 1 -6 have a list of Exception words that are a mixture of words pupils frequently use in their
writing and those which they often misspell.

Why is spelling so important, now that we have spell check?!

Good spelling is an important life skill which many employers, colleges and universities still insist
upon. Furthermore, recent changes in Education and the expectations of children in primary
school have changed. Children throughout their Primary schooling, but particularly in years 2 and
6 will be required to demonstrate, amongst other things, effective spelling.

How can | help my child be a spelling success?

Here is a list of all the Common Exception words for your child for this academic year. How about
practising reading and spelling them for just 15 minutes a week?

Additionally, your child will bring home a weekly spelling test, which will contain a mixture of
Common Exception words and spelling rule words (words with the same spelling pattern). Please
help your child to learn their spellings every week, it is SO important. Reading and writing these
spellings for just 10 minutes a night will go a long way to helping your child be a success.

What now?

You have everything at your fingertips to help your child be the best they can be. Also, don't forget,
our hugely successful Spelling Bee makes a return this academic year. Every word in our Spelling
Bee will be a Common Exception word

If you require any further information, please speak to your class teacher.
Mr Hudson

Common Exception Words - Year 3 & 4

accident(ally) actual(ly) address answer learn length library

appear arrive material medicine mention minute

believe bicycle breath breathe build natural naughty notice

busy/business occasion(ally) often opposite ordinary
calendar caught centre century certain circle particular peculiar perhaps popular position
complete consider continue possess(ion) possible potatoes pressure
decide describe different difficult disappear probably promise purpose

early earth eight/eighth enough exercise quarter question

experience experiment extreme recent regular reign remember

famous favourite February forward(s)fruit sentence separate special straight strange
grammar group guard guide strength suppose surprise

heard heart height history therefore though/although thought through
imagine increase important interest island various

knowledge weight woman/women




