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Help with spellings
Year 5 & 6 - 

What are Common Exception words?
Common Exception words are words in which the English spelling code works in an unusual or 
uncommon way.  Children need to be able to read and spell the Common Exception words for their 
year group.
 Years 1 -6 have a list of Exception words that are a mixture of words pupils frequently use in their 
writing and those which they often misspell.

Why is spelling so important, now that we have spell check?!
Good spelling is an important life skill which many employers, colleges and universities still insist 
upon.  Furthermore, recent changes in Education and the expectations of children in primary 
school have changed.  Children throughout their Primary schooling, but particularly in years 2 and 
6 will be required to demonstrate, amongst other things, e�ective spelling.

How can I help my child be a spelling success?
Here is a list of all the Common Exception words for your child for this academic year.  How about 
practising reading and spelling them for just 15 minutes a week?

Additionally, your child will bring home a weekly spelling test, which will contain a mixture of 
Common Exception words and spelling rule words (words with the same spelling pattern). Please 
help your child to learn their spellings every week, it is SO important. Reading and writing these 
spellings for just 10 minutes a night will go a long way to helping your child be a success.

What now?
You have everything at your �ngertips to help your child be the best they can be. Also, don’t forget, 
our hugely successful Spelling Bee makes a return this academic year. Every word in our Spelling 
Bee will be a Common Exception word.........

If you require any further information, please speak to your class teacher.

Mr Hudson

accommodate accompany according achieve 
aggressive amateur ancient apparent appreciate 
attached available average awkward 
bargain bruise 
category cemetery committee communicate 
community competition conscience* 
conscious* controversy convenience 
correspond criticise (critic + ise) curiosity 
de�nite desperate determined develop 
dictionary disastrous 
embarrass environment equip (–ped, –ment) 
especially exaggerate excellent existence 
explanation 
familiar foreign forty frequently
government guarantee 
harass hindrance 
identity immediate(ly) individual interfere 

interrupt 
language leisure lightning 
marvellous mischievous muscle 
necessary neighbour nuisance 
occupy occur opportunity 
parliament persuade physical prejudice privilege 
profession programme pronunciation 
queue 
recognise recommend relevant restaurant rhyme 
rhythm 
sacri�ce secretary shoulder signature sincere(ly) 
soldier stomach su�cient suggest  symbol 
system 
temperature thorough twelfth 
variety vegetable vehicle 
yacht 

Common Exception Words - Year 5 & 6


